PROMISE
PARTNERSHIPS

Highlights from the Transforming Communities Initiative Grant

HERE'S WHAT'S NEW:

Welcome
Sacajawea Trunk or Treat
Tobacco 21
Breastfeeding
Community Schools Project

WHAT WE RE UP TO
'

by Ashley Havlicak

Welcome to the first in an ongoing series of community updates
sharing news and progress of the Treasure Valley collaborative known
as Promise Partnerships. Promise Partnerships refers to a group of
organizations, businesses, civic and community groups working
together to improve the lives of children and families in our area. We
fight for the health, education and financial stability of everyone in
our communities.
One of the most powerful results of Promise Partnerships so far is
attracting the Transforming Communities Initiative grant (TCI) to the
Boise area. TCI was launched in 2016 to advance community
partnerships that focus on improving the health and well-being in
communities served by Trinity Health organizations. For us, that
partner is Saint Alphonsus Health System. Through TCI our
community has more than 25 organizations working together to
address the two major causes of preventable illness – tobacco use and
obesity. Updates on specific efforts under the TCI umbrella are
featured here.

Healthy Kids
Sacajawea Elementary in Caldwell hosted a health focused Trunk or
Treat. More than 300 children and their parents attended. The goal was
to provide a safe, healthy way for local children to enjoy Halloween,
bringing together kids, families, neighbors and community
organizations. Families enjoyed participating in a Fun Run, kids learned
how to make healthy snacks, and free children's books, dental supplies
and clothing items were given out. More than 40 low-income children
received free flu shots. The Trunk or Treat was a sweet and healthy
success!
Sacajawea Elementary is committed to supporting children and families
in and out of school by offering a range of supports and opportunities at
the school through collaboration with community partners. United Way,
community partners and the school work together to remove barriers
to health, education and financial stability.
Tobacco 21
In Idaho, 1,800 adults die each year from smoking, and most lifetime
smokers started using tobacco before the age of 21. This partnership of
health and community advocates is working on a statewide policy to
raise the purchase age of tobacco products from 18 to 21.
Tobacco 21 Idaho just kicked off their social media campaign! To show
your support of raising the age, follow Tobacco 21 Idaho on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram. Stay up to date, and find out how you can get
involved by visiting www.tobacco21idaho.org.
Idaho Breastfeeding Coalition
Breastfeeding has many lifelong health benefits for mother and child,
but in Idaho this activity isn't protected. Advocates are trying to change
that by working alongside legislators on a statewide policy that would
protect every mother to breastfeed her child in any location she and her
child have the right to be. Idaho moms can share stories that
demonstrate the importance of having a law that protects mother and
child to breastfeed by visiting www.Idahomoms.org.
Community Schools
The community school strategy helps eliminate barriers to health and
academic success that kids and families face by wrapping
neighborhoods of high need with resources. United Way is supporting
community schools by providing donations of basic need items, sharing
best practices, professional development, healthy living classes to
families, and connecting community schools to partners and resources.
United Way staff, along with school and community representatives will
be traveling to Salt Lake City to see a mature community school model
in action on November 28th.

