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Simple Activities that Promote Early Literacy at Home 

TALK 

Children learn language and other early literacy skills by 
listening to adults talk. As children listen to spoken 
language, they learn new words and what they mean 
while gaining important general knowledge about the 
world around them. This knowledge will help children 
understand the meaning of what they read. 

Make sure your child has lots of 
1. opportunities to talk with you, not just

listen while you talk.

2. 

3. 

Respond to what your child says and 
extend the conversation. "Yes, we did see 
a truck like that last week. It's called a 
bulldozer." Stretch your child's vocabulary 
by repeating and adding onto what they 
say. "You want a banana? That's a very 
healthy choice." 

If English isn't your first language, speak 
to your child in the language you know best. 
This allows you to explain things more 
fluently, so your child will learn more. 



READ 

Reading together is an 
important way you can help prepare 
your child to read. Starting from birth, 
shared reading increases vocabulary and 
general knowledge while helping 
children develop an interest in reading. 
Children who enjoy being read to are 
much more likely to want to learn to 
read themselves. 

1 Read every day. Make time to enjoy at least one story with 
• your child. Set aside a designated storytime.

2. 

3. 

Make shared reading interactive. Before you begin a book, ask 
your child to look at the cover and predict what it will be about. 
Allow your child to turn the book's pages. Ask questions as you 
read. When you finish the book, ask your child to retell the story. 

Use books to help teach new words. Define unfamiliar words for 
your child as you read. 
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